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Those undertaking a pilgrimage or going to the
neighbouring centres, had to traverse the distance only
on foot. And a devotee of that place, to have darshan of
Sri Raghavehdra, used to walk the entire distance from
Sirigolla to Mantralaya! He will be present at Mantralaya
at least annually during the aradhana - though not as
often as he craved to have darshan of the Swami there.

The bhakta was thus visiting Mantralaya for several
years during the aradhana celebrations, without any
break. He was a village accountant of Sirigolla and was
well known by the name Madhava Rao.

Sri Madhava Rao was getting old and around 1741-
42, he made up his mind before journey to Mantralaya
that he should seek the permission of Sri Raghavendra
for a proposal that h^ had thought of.

This tirrte, even to reach Mantralaya, Madhava Rao
hadLto encounterlotofdificulties -the heart was no doubt
pining to have darshan of the Guru, but his age was
telling upon him and the physical constraints were
almost insurmountable.

He was always possessed by the thought how he
could get back to the village by foot, after having darshan
of the Guru.

'Oh, how many years and how many aradhanas
have passed till now! Guru Raghavendra, by chahting
your name and drawing strength from it, I have enjoyed
physical stamina till now and have come thus far. Will I
be able to continue any further.....?' Engrossed in these
thoughts, Madhava Rao, after his bath in the
Tungabhadra, came and stood before the Brindavana